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By the Commissioners 
for executing the Office of Lord 
HH gh Admiral of Great-Britain 
and Ireland, Sc. Sc. Sc. 


For are hereby required and directed to pay strict 
chedience to the following instructions and signale, when made to you 
by any of your Superior officers; and on being Succeeded by any 
officer appointed in your place, you are to leave the signal and 


instruction books with him, taking a receipt from him for the dame. 
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By command of their Lordships, 
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right, refer to the PAGES and ARTICLES of DIRECTIONS and INSTRUCTIONS, 
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Sign 1 
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Ae, Or in stays, signal directed — — — | gf IX. 
16 | ApmiRaL, To speak wich — — — — 
54 Mctions to be observed — — — — | 29 | VII, 
11 | Axchos, Come to _ — — — — 
Coming to, directions — — 2 — 9 xt. 


31 Moor with bower anchor 


SIGNALS at ANCHOR, vix. 


11 Unmoor _ — — 1 3 
14 Weigh and cast to starboard — — — 
18 Weigh and cast to port — — — 
20 Strike yards and topmasts — — aid 
22 Ship appointed , to be in constant readine « A 
30 Moor with stream anchor — — nin 
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Signal Þ. 1- 
38 Ax cox, Strike topgallant masts and lower yards — 
39 Cut or slip, leaving buoys — — — 
14 In want of anchor and cable — — — 
Boats manned and armed to repair on board com-) 
ye eder in chief — — — — 
43 Ditto ditto re pective Admirals — 
45 Prepare for receiving an enemy — — — 
46 Embark the troops — — — anti 
47 Fleet to be upon their guard — — — | 
49 Send boats to ass:t ships — — — 
: Driving at anchor, and directions — — — 9 Ix, 
1 | Axswe n To signals made by the Admiral. Directions — II. 
1 To signals made to ditto ditto — — 8 III. 
ls | AnnvtinNG Signal — — _ — — 
4 Ditto to the horary signals made the preceding day — 
5 ATTENTION — — — _ — — 
a B 
41 | BaTTLE, Being diſabled in — — — — 
47 | Brear-ve, And sail large — — — as 
32 | Boars To repair to a ship wanting assistance — — 
42 Manned and armed, repair on board commander in 
chief — — — — — 
43 | Ditto on board respective Admirals — — 
4 | To assist a ship in distress — — — 
55 Armed to chace — _ — — 
57 | Leave off chace — — — — 
34 | BRING To On tae starboard tack — — — — 
60 On the laiboard tack — _ — — 
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„Cnc, Directions when the signal to chace is made — — 8 | VI. 
22 Ship appointed to hold herself in readineſs to chace — 
25 Is an enemy — — — — — [zs | IV. 
26 Is a friend — — — — — 
44 Fleet to chace — — — — 
1 eech Als g vn 
51 Ship making signal to chace — — = 8 III. 
55 Armed boats to chace — — _ _ 
56 Ships to leave off, and return — — — | 28 III. 
57 Boas to leave off, and return — — — 
_ | Compass, Quarters how signified, by lights only — — 8 | IV. 
When directed to be made — — — U V. 
40 Coussk, To alter to starboard — _ — — 
50 To alter to port — — — 4 
: Directions thereon _ — — — | 1o | XIV. 
39 | Cur, Or slip — MN * 3 _ 
D 
48 Dax ER, Discovering — — — — 
Directions thereon — — — — 2 
12 | DisTRESS And immediate assistance wanted — — 
49 Nearest ships to stay by ships in distreſs — — 
i7 | DiscoverRIxNG Strange sails — — — — — | 27 | Ih, 
21 A fleet — — — —. — 
23 Ships of war — — — — 
24 Merchant fleet or convoy — — . 
43 Land — — — — — 
48 Danger — — — — — RT 
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64 in the closest manner — 36 X. 
45 Extwr, Prepare for receiving at anchor — — 
69 Supposed to be near — — — 
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* 
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2 | Fric ares, Or «loops not upon the look- out, where stationed, xv 
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52 Starboard ditto — — 
. Directions thereon — — — 
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43 | Laxy, Discovering — — — aw 
18 Li-, Having occasion to — — wa 
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| Directions thereon — — — 
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38 | Oxven, To keep in closer — — — — | 32 u. J. 
39 Of sailing, form = — — — 32 1 dere Ships Sign 
58 To keep more open — — — — | 32 III. fothe ACHES 
59 Of battle, to form — — — — 22 
Directions thereon — — — — 9| XU. C af 
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20 | SAIL, To make, after lying-by — — — — 

To make, directions thereon — — — 

7 To increase in a small proportionj—— — — 

45 To make more, van first — — — 

| 3 To decrease in a small proportion _ — 

62 To shorten, rear first — — — — 
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| . By the Admiral, how answered — — 

1 By private ships, how answered by the Admiral — 
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| 0 Directions thereon — — — — 

46 | SrRAK wiTH Ships a-stern successively — — — 
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Admiral's answer to ships making the sigral — | 


—_ 


GENERAL INDEX. 


: D.iections 
SIGNIFICATION, — 
2 
STRANGESAILILS Further directions relating thereto — — | £ | VIL. 
Are lying to— _ — — — 
Seen standing by the wind on starbeard tack — 
larboard ditto — 
860 large with wind on starboard quarter — — 
on larboard ditto — — 
Go direct before the wind — — — 
Separate upon different courses — — — * 
STRIKE Yards and topmasts — _ _ =_ 
Topgallant masts, and lower yards — — 
* 
Tack, In order of sailing, or in line of battle — — | 35} VII. 
The fleet together — — — — | 35 VIII. | 
Directions for denoting which upon — — 10 XII. 
Ditto, when the signal is made to tack or wear =_ j 18 Au. 
Together, and directions — _ — { 18 Av. 
To signify which standing on, after a calm — | u | XVI. 
How, , wanting boats to — — — & os 
U 
Unmook — — — — — ** Ry 
W 
31 | Wr aA, And continue as before — — — 
5 Directions thercon — — — — 1 6 | XIII. 
7 The whole fleet together — — — 
= Directions thereon — — . 3 | 10 | XIV. 
14 Wrion, And cast to statboard — — — — 
18 And cast to port — — — wi | 
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10 | ADMIRAL, His lights aot seen — — — 
16 To speak with — — — 
54 His motions to be observed — — 29 VII. 
34 Ax cho And cable in want of — — — 
15 AxNUTTIX G Signal — — — — 
AxSWER To the Admiral's signal, directions thereon 8 III. 
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of SIGNIFICATION, InetruQions. 
Signal = wr RE 
C 
25 Cuacz Is an enemy — — — — Ar. 
26 Is a friend — — — 
D 
48 | Dances, Discovering — — — — 8 | V. 
12 Dis rRESS, And in want of immediate assistance — 
17 | DiscoveRins, Strange sails — — — 27 II. 
21 Fleet — — — an 
23 Ships of war — — — — 
24 Merchant fleet or convoy — — 27 | 1. 
43 Land — — — — 1888 
48 Danger — — — — 8 V. 
E. 
69 | EN REAuòë ,n, Supposed to be near — — 2 
8 | Exemy's Ship, having passed, without taking possession 
L 
43 | Laxy, Discovering — — — — 7 
18 Lir- nx, Having occasion — — — 
10 LicuTs, Admiral's not seen — — _ 
8 
S1GNALS, How repeated by commanders of squadrons I. 
. How answered _ —— — 8 | III. 
| . When to be repcated by private ships _ 27 I. 
| 13 | SouxnDINGs, Gained — — — — 29 VI. 
Directions thereon — — — III. 
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14 | STATION, Not able to keep — — — 
17 SrRAN CIS SALL, Or ships discovered — — — 
27 Are lying-to — — — — 
28 Seen standing by the wind, on starboard tack 
29 larboard ditto 
19 Go large, wind on starboard quarter — 
35 larboard ditto — 
36 Go direct before the wind — — 
37 Separate on different courses — — 
* 
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_ | Tack, Directions denoting which upon— — — 8 
when the signal is made to tack or wear SX. 
19 Tow, Boats wanted to — — — 
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EXPLANATION 


OF THE 


NIGHT SIGNALS. 


THESE signals, like those used by day, are nu— 
meral; the numbers are represented by guns, by lights, 
by false fires or rockets, and by various combinations 
of Some of these, or of all of them. 


Two lights, at equal heights, signiſies — N* 1. 
Two lights, one over the other, ditto — N' 2. 
Three lights - - - - - - ditto — N' 3. 
Four lights = - - - - - ditto — N' 4. 


False fires or 'rockets = - - witto — N* 5. 
One gun - - - - - - - ditto — N' 10. 
Two guns - - - ditto — N' 20. 


Three guns - - - - ditto — N' 30. 
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ESPLANATION. 


The intermediate numbers between five and ten, 
are represented by the combination of Iights and false 


fires or rockets : 


Two lights at equal heights, and false fires or 


roche (Ss, vigniſies — - - - — — — 
Two lights, one over the other, - - ditto 
Three lights - - - - - - - - ditto 


Four lights - - - - - - - - ditto 


es © 
. 
8 
9 


It has been observed, that one gun represents the 
Ne 10.—it follows then, that the intermediate numbers 
between 10, 20, 30, Kc. will be represented by the 


combination of 
Guns and lights, 
Guns and false fires, or rockets, 
Guns, lights, and false fires, or rockets. 


One gun and two lights, one over thc other, is 


One gun and three lights, - - 


Thus : One gun and two lights, at equal heights, is N* 
: 
| 


One gun and four lights, - — 


One gun and false fires, = - - 
One gun, two lights at equal heights, 
and false fires = - - - - = - 


One gun, two lights, one over the 
other, and false tires s- — = 


g 


One gun, three lights, and false fires - 


One gun, four lights, and false fires 


11. 
1 
4 
1s Ne 14. 


is N' 15. 
is N' 16. 


i N* 17. 


is N'“ 18. 
is N* 19. 


It has been shewn, that two guns represent the Ne 20, 


consequently the same combinations of lights and false 
fires, which represent the numbers between 10 and 19, 


will 


„ 


EXPLANATION. 5 


will also represent the numbers from 29 to 29; with 
this difference only, that instead of one gun, two guns 
will be fired to express two tens; and the same 1s to be 
observed for any other number of tens; as three guns 
for three tens, or 30; four guns for four tens, or 40, Kc. 


In these signals, the guns will be first fired; then the 
lights shewn, and afterwards the false fires or rockets. 


N. B. All signal guns will be fired on the same side, 
that there may be no variation in the sound of 
the explosion. 


The lights are to be shewn at any part of the ship 
from which they will be most likely to be seen by 
the fleet, or the ships to which a signal is made; and 
that the number shewn may be distinctly perceived, 
they are to be, at the least, twelve feet distant from each 
other. 


When false fires are burned, or rockets thrown up, 
the number of them will have no particular effect on 
the signal, as whatever number may be used, they 
will always represent the number ſive, 

If there be reason to apprehend that the enemy 
have got possession of these signals; as the numbers re— 
presented by guns, lights, false fires, &c. cannot be 
changed without great risk of confusion, they must 
always continue the same, and the numbers of the 


signals will be changed, which will be done by a me- 
morandum in writing, 
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DIRECTIONS 


RELATING TO 


NIGHT SIGNALS. 


= —— oO — — 


I. 

ALL signals made by the Admiral are to be repeated 
by the commanders of squadrons only, who are to repeat them 
in Succession, according to their seniority, allowing an 
interval of four minutes of time between the repetitions. 
But if the commander of any squadron ſhould fail to 
repeat a signal in his turn, the next senior commander 
of a squadron is to repeat it, after the expiration of six 
minutes from the firing of the last signal gun. 


The signal guns will be fircd at intervals of five seconds 
of time, or what is generally understood to be saluting 
time. But, in order to guard against any failure, by a 
gun's hanging or missing fire, and the mistake which such 
an accident might occasion, all guns fired within one 
minute of each other are to be considered as part of the 
Signal, 


II. 
All signals made by the Admiral, except such as have 
a particular answer assigned to them, are to be answered 
by one light, where it can best be seen from his ship. 
If it is a general signal, all ships are to shew a light as 
soon as it has been fully repeated. If a particular signal, 


then the ship to which it is directed. 
b III. The 
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Night Sang 

Signification 
12 


8 DIRECTIONS. 


III. 

The Admiral will answer all signals made to him by 
Shewing one light; and when the number of sails, or depth 
of water, is shewn, the Admiral will hoist his light, and 
haul it down, every time the light is hoisted and hauled 
down by the ship which makes the signal. When a ship, 
making signals for sails or soundings, is a-head of the 
Admiral, he will answer by shewing an additional light 
at the bowsprit end. 


. 


The quarters of the compass are to be signified in 
the following manner: 


For the N. E. two lights at equal heights. - For the N. W. 
two lights, one over the other. —For the S. E. three 
lights.—For the S. W. four lights. 


V. 

After the signal has been made for sceing sails, 
land, or danger, and the Admiral has answered it, then 
the quarter where seen is to be signiſied in the manner 
above directed. 

VI. 

When the Admiral has made the signal for ships to 
chace, and it has been answered, he will then haul down 
the signal, and, it necessary, denote, as above directed, 
the quarter in which he would have them chace, 


VII. 

When a ship makes signals for seeing sails, if the 
Admiral would have that ship chace, after having an— 
swered the signals, instead of making the signal No. 51, 
he will burn false fires, which that ship is to answer. 


If, 


— 


_— 


DIRECTIONS, 9 


It, after that ship has answered the signal, the Admiral 
would have the ship nearest her to chace also, he will 


again burn false fires, which that ship is to answer, and 


so on for any number of ships which he would have to 
chace. | 


VIII. 

When a signal is made to the Admiral, which he does 
not perceive, it may be repeated, if thought necessary, 
by some ship between the Admiral aud the ship which 
made it. 


IX. 

When in the night a ship is taken aback, or by being 
brought into the wind is in danger of going about, the 
is to shew two lights at her ensign-staff, and one at her 
bowsprit-end, and fire muskets. The same signal is to 
be made by a ship if she drives when at anchor. 

X. 


When the signal is made to tack, or wear, each ship 


is to shew two lights at her ensign-staff, and one at her 


bowsprit-end, and continue them abroad until the fleet 
is come to the wind on the other tack. 

And when the signal is made to bring-to, or to make 
sail after lying- by, each ship, as soon as she has complied 
with the signal, is to signify the same by shewing two 
lights at her ensign-staff, and one at the bowsprit-end. 

XI. 

In coming to an anchor, ships are to have two lights 
at their ensigu-staff, and one at the bowsprit-end, which 
they are to continue out till all the ships have anchored. 

XII. 
In line of battle, ships are always to carry one light 


in their stern-lantern, and one at their bowsprit-end. 
XIII, To 
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XIII. 

To prevent accidents in thick and stormy weather, 
ships are to signify which tack they are upon, by shewing 
one light at each cat-head ; and when crossing near 
another ship, upon a different tack, they are to have a 
third light ready, which, if they mean to bear up, they 
are to shew over the light at the weather cat-head ; but 
over that at the lee cat-head, if meaning to keep the 
wind of the other ship; | 


That is, If to keep the wind, two lights at the 1 20 
If to bear up, two lights at the weather J head. 
N. B. When ships are upon different tacks, and un- 
avoidably cross near cach other; the ship on the srAR- 
BOARD TACK is always to keep the wind, and that on 
the LARBOARD rack is always to pass to leeward, except 
in cases where extreme danger might arise, from a strict 
compliance with this mstruction, 
XIV. 

When the signal is made for tacking together, 
hauling to the wind, or altering the course, the Admiral 
will, soon after the signal has been fully repeated, mark 
the time for the execution, by burning false fires or rockets, 
or by firing one gun, when the ships are immediately to 
execute the purpose of the signal together. 

XV. 

Frigates of the commander in chief's squadron, that 
are not upon the look- out, are to keep near him to wind- 
ward; and when the Admiral would speak with one of 
them, he will shew two lights at the ensign-staff, upon 
which the nearest frigate, or she who first perceives the 
Signal, is to bear down within hail to receive orders. 

XVI. Upon 


/ 


DIRECTIONS. 
XVI. 


11 


Upon a breeze springing up after a calm, or upon 


other occasions, to signify to the fleet upon what tack the 
Admiral is standing. 
If he is on the starboard tack, he will make signal N' 52. 


If he is on the larboard tack, he will make signal N' 30. 
No signal is to be executed (except in cases of 
necessity) until after it has been fully repeated. 
Directions 
and 
Instructions. 


P. 


10 


SIGNIFICATION, 


| Guns, 


Answer 


wg | 
A frigate near the Admiral, 1s to pass 
within hail. 


* 


3 
To decrease sail in a small proportion. 
If at anchor, to heave short and prepare 
to weigh. 


4 
To annul the horary signals made 
during the preceding day, two lights 
at the main, and two lights at the 
fore topmast-heads. 

N. B. Every ship in the fleet is to 
repeat this signal, and to be 
very attentive during the night 

to the Admiral's motions by 
signals, or otherwise. 


5 
The fleet is to be attentive, as some 
signal will soon be made. 


6 
To put out distinguishing and all other 
lights. 


—— 


7 
To increase sail in a small proportion. 
| It at anchor, to veer out more cable. 


8 

| Having passed by an enemy's ship 
without taking possession of her. 
See page 25. 


9 


To reef the top sails. 


— — — 


Rockets, or 
False Fires. 


| 
2 | 
sign staff 


3 


fired 


2 e 
— 
2 


f fixed 
| 


3 fired 


| + [fired 
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SIGNIFICATION, 


5 10 
For each ship to shew a light to point 
out her place or station. 
N. B. When made by private ships, 
denotes that the Admiral's lights 
alc not scen. 


- — — 


——̃ — ——-„— — 


—— — — — 


11 
Prepare to anchor, 
It moorud, unmoor. 
It to anchor immediately, two guns 
will be tired two minutes after the 
liglits are S$hewn. 


— y__—— 


want 


Distress, and in of immmeclate 
assistance. 

N. B. The lights are to be con- 
tinued abroad until the ship is 
reheved; the ships most at hand 
are to give assistance. 


—— — 


To shew that sonndings are gained. 
N. B. Ater the signal has been 
answered, the depth of water 

is to be signified by hoisting 

two lights ot equal height, 
where best seen, and hauling 

them down, once for every ten 
tathoms ; the single fathoms to 

be expressed in the same man— 

ner, hy one light only. 


— ——— 


— — — 


f 1 
| To shew that the Ship Cannot keep her 
| Station, unſess the Admiral shortens 
| Sail. 
It at anchor, weigh, and cast to star— 
bourd. 


| N 

| The Signal last made 18 annulled 

| N. B. Ihis signal, when necessary, 
5 to be used by private ships, 


as well as [1 the Admiral. 


Cuns. 
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Lights. 
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False Fires 
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SIGNIFICATION, 


16 


To speak with the Admiral. 

After the signal has been answered, 
the ship is to shew a light at her 
tore top-mast-head, and carry it un— 
til she is come up with the Admiral. 


17 

Discovering strange sails. 

After the Admiral has answered the 
signal, the quarter is to be signitied, 
as directed in art. IV. page 8, of 
directions; and when the Admiral 
has replied to this, then the number 
is to be signitied by hoisting one 
light where best seen, and hauling 
it down once for each sail dis— 
covered, 


18 
Having occasion to lie-by, after the 
fleet has made sail. 
If at anchor, weigh and cast to port. 


19 

Wanting the assistance of boats to tow. 

The ship is to keep the lights out 
until relieved. The ships nearest 
to her are to send their boats im- 
mediately. 


—— 7:1. —— — — — — — 


20 
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To make sail after Iving-by, the van 
tirst. 

N. B. Fach ship when che makes 
sail, is to signity the same by 
shewing two lights at her en- 
sign-staff, and one at her bow- 
sprit end. See page 2 

It at anchor, strike vards and top- 
masts ; or, if struck, get them up. 


Guns 


— 
— 


0—0 


Rockets, C1 


Ti V. res. 


fire (| 


fired 


lired 


fired 
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__InztruRtions. _ SIGNIFICATION, BE : 8 
P. A. | 5 — 5 
21 
On discovering a fleet. 21 8 
8 | IV. | After the Admiral has answered it, the C—0 


quarter in which the fleet is scen, | 
is to be significd as in art. IV. of 
directions 


22 


9 X. | Tack, the headmost and weathermost | 2 2 


Ships first. 

10 | XIII. N. B. Each ship is to shew two I 

35 VII. lights at her ensign staff, and | 

one at bowsprit end. 

If in line of battle, or order of sailing, 
the leading ship first, the rest in 
succession. Sec page 25. 

If at anchor, the ship is to chace, 
which has been appointed to hold 
herself in readiness for that purpose. 

N. B. And after the signal has 
been answered, the quarter of 
the compass will be signiſied, 
as in art. IV. of annexed di- 

| rections. 


23 

The fleet or squadron seen are ships of | 2 | 3 
War. 

Atter the quarter in which they are 
cen has been pointed out as in 
art. IV. page 8, of the foregoing 
directions, and answered, then one 
light is to be hoisted where best 
Seen, and hauled down once tor | 
each strange sail discovered. 


24 
97 | II. | The fleet scen is a merchant fleet, or 
convoy. 


—ů—— 


tS 
oh 


25 
28 | IV. | The chace, or ships seen, are enemics. | 2 fired 


NIGHT SIGNALS. 


— 
t 


D.recrions 
and 
Instructions. 


» — 


P A. 


10 | XIV. 


SIGNIFICATION. 


26 
The chace, or ships seen, are friends. 


27 
The strange ships seen are lying-to 


28 


The strange ships seen are standing by 
the wind on the starboard tack. 


29 


They are standing by the wind on the 
larboard tack. 


| 
30 


Haul the wind on the larboard tack. 

After the signal has been fully re- 
peated, the Admiral will burn false 
fires or rockets, or fire one gun, 
when the ships are to haul to the 
wind together. See page 25. 

If m line of battle, they are to do 
it in succession after the leading 
Ship. 

If at anchor, the fleet is to moor with 
a stream anchor. 


Guns. 


tS 


ckets, or 
False Fires, 


Ro 


fired 


fired 


fired 
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NIGHT SIGNALS. 


10 
9 


Duc Cons 
and 
Instructions. 

— —— — 


A. 


7 


SIGNIFICATION. 


Guns. 


31 

Wear and continue in the same situa- 
tion of sailing or lying-to, as before. 

The sternmost and leewardmost ships 
to wear first; each ship to shew two 
lights at her ensign-staff, and one at 
the bowsprit-end. See page 25. 

Or, if at anchor, the ships are to moor 
with their bower anchors. 


— 


32 


Boats are to repair to a ship wanting 
assistance. 


33 


The strange ships seen go large with 
the wind upon the starboard quar- 
ter. 


34 
Bring to on the starboard tack. 


The sternmost ships are to bring-to 
first, the rest in succession; each 
ship, when brought-to, 1s to signify 
the same by shewing two lights at 
her ensign-staff, and one at her 
bowsprit-end. See page 25. 

If at anchor, to signify being in want 
of an anchor and cable. 


35 


The strange ships seen go large with 
the wind on the larboard quarter. 


T tO | Lights. 


oo 


fired 


NIGHT SIGNALS. 
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Directions 


and 


Instructions. 


P. 


32 


31 


10 


| 


A. 


SIGNIFICATION, 


II. 


XIV. 


36 
The strange ships seen go before the 
wind. 


37 
The strange ships seen separate upon 
different courses. 


38 
Keep in closer order. 
If at anchor, strike top-gallant-masts, 
and lower yards; or, if struck, get 
them up. 


Form the order of sailing. 

If at anchor, prepare to cut and slip, 
leaving buoys upon the anchors and 
cables; and when the Admiral after- 
wards makes the signal for weighin g. 
then the outermost ships are imme—- 
diately to cut and slip, the rest in 
succession. 

N. B. If upon an enemy's coast, 
and no prospect of recovering 
again the —— and anchors, 
in that case, not to leave buoys 
upon them. 


40 

Alter the course to starboard. 

N. B. One minute after, an ad- 
ditional light will be shewn and 
hauled down once for every 
point, to be altered from the 
course before steered. 

In tempestuous or thick weather, the 
number of points will be marked by 
firing an equal number of guns; and 
soon after the signal has been fully 
repeated, the Admiral will burn false 
fires or rockets, or fire one gun for 
the execution, when the ships are 
to alter their course together. See 
page 25. 


l 


| 


Guns. 


fired 


fircd 


fired 


fired 
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D.recctions 


and 


Inztructions. 


— 


28 


33 


A. 


— — — 


V. 


— — —— — 


SIGNIFICATION. 


41 
Ihe ship is disabled in battle. 
N. B. Assistance 18 to be given 
by the nearest ships. 


42 

The fleet is to tack together. 

And soon after the signal has been 
fully repeated, the Admiral will fire 
one gun, when each ship ts instantly 
to put her helm a-lee. 

N. B. Fach ship is to shew two 
lights at her ensignsstaff, and 
one at her bowsprit-end. See 
age 25. 

It at anchor, the boats of the fleet, 
manned and armed, are to repair on 
board the commander in chiet. 


4:3 
Discovering land. 
It at anchor, the boats of each squa- 
dron are to repair on board their 
respective Adinirale, 


44 

The fleet is to chace. 

It a {leet of the enemy's ships of war, 
then to form, and engage in a line 
a-head, as they arrive up with the 
enemy. 


_ 
Make more sail, the van first. 
If at anchor, prepare for receiving an 
enemy. 
N. B. To have springs ready to 
prescut either side. 


3 
MS 
0:72 
4| 2 
Fi 
S j} $ 
I 
| 
#3- 2 
+ | 4 
4 


fired 
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By. * 


SIGNIFICATION, 


46 
The ships a-stern are to pass in suc— 
cession, within hail of the Admiral. 
If at anchor, the troops designed for 
a descent are to go into the boats. 


— — 


Bear- up and sail large, or before the wind. 
See page 24 

if at anchor, the fleet is to be upon their 
guard against fire-ships or rafts. 

N. D. Ships are to have their 
boats manned and armed, with 
fire-grapnels in them, and a 
boat to windward to look out. 


48 

Discovering danger. 

Make the signal for the fleet to act so 
as best to avoid it; and after that 
Signal has been repeated, then make 
this signal. 


49 
The nearest ship is to stay by, aud 
assist the ship making the signal of 
distress. 
If at anchor, ships are to send their 
boats where they perceive their 
assistance is wanted. 


50 
Alter the course to port. 

N. B. And one minute after an 
additional light will be shewn, 
and hauled down once tor every 
aint altered from the course 
— steered. In tempestuous 


or thick weather, the number of 


points will be marked by firing 
an equal number of guns; and 
soon atter the signal has been 
fully repeated, the Admiral will 
burn false fires or rockets, or 
fire one gun for the execution, 
when the ships are to alter their 
course together. See page 26. 


Guns. 


( —) * 


— —̃ 


Rockets, or 
False Fires 
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fired 
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fired 
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A. 


III. 


XIV. 


VII. 


SIGNIFICATION, 


51 


The ship making the Signal for seeing 
strange ships is to chace. 


If requisite, the quarter of the com- 
pass will be signified as in art. IV. 
of the directions. 


52 


Haul to the wind on the starboard 


tack. 


After the signal has been fully re— 
peated, the Admiral will burn false 
fires or rockets, or fire one gun, 
when the ships are to haul to the 
wind together, See page 26. 


If in line of battle, they are to do it in 
Success10n after the leading ship. 


53 


The ships a-head are to pass in suc— 
cession, within hail of the Admiral. 


54 
De observant of the Admiral's motions. 


55 
Armed boats are to chace. 


N. B. The quarter, if necessary, 
will be signified as in art. IV. 
of the foregoing directions. 


Guns. 


: 


0—0 8 


de Fires. 


fired 


| The sternmost ship is to bring: to first, 
the rest in succession; each ship, 
when brought-to, is to signify the 
same by shewing two lights at hey 
ensign-staff, and one at the bow- 
pprit-end. See page 26. 
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NIGHT SIGNALS. 21 
DireQions * 45 | 8 3 
and — 4 8 
Instructions. SIGNIFICATION, 8 | 3 | 85 
. © B 
56 
28 | III. Ships are to leave off chace, and re- | 5 9 | - q 
turn. 2 
57 
Boats are to leave off chace, and re- | 5 2 
turn to their respective ships. * 
58 
39 | III. | Keep in more open order. 5 | 3] fred 
| 59 | 
9 | XII. | Form the prescribed line of battle. 5 | 4 | fed 
6) 
10 XIII.] Bring-to on the larboard tack. | 6 


60 
70 


— 
iſpoſition of Ligh 
in the preſence 
ol an 7. 
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Directions 2 8 
and Fa 2 1 2 
ins truct ons. SIGNIFICATION. 5 | | ZE 
2 1 "1-3. 
G1 | 
9 | XI1 | Form in line of battle, as from the | 62 
31 4 respective situations of the ships they 0—0 
cun most conveniently place them— 
selves. See page 26. 
62 
34 | VI. | Shorten sail, the rear first. See page 26.] 6 | 9 
1 
63 
. Bear down together, and come to 6 3 
action with the enemy. 
ö 
| 
64 
3G | IX. | Engage the enemy as the ships are | 6| 4 
36 | X. able, in the closest manner. See | 
page 26. 
65 
The transports under convoy are to | 6 fired 
disperse. | | 
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Directions 
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XI. 


10 XIV. 


Instructions. 
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SIGNIFICATION, 


66 
The fleet 1s to disperse. 


67 
A lieutenant from the commanders in 
the 2d and 34 posts, is to go to the 
Admiral. 


68 


A lieutenant from each ship of the 
commander in chief's squadron is 
to go to the Admiral. 


N. B. The same signal will be 
made by the commander in the 
24 or 3d post, when he would 
have a lieutenant from each 
ship of his squadron to repair 
on board his ship. 


69 
To signify to the fleet, that the enemy 
is supposed to be near. 

N. B. Upon this notice, the ships 
are to be very attentive to the 
Admiral's motions, to keep well 
closed up in their stations, and 
to have all clear and ready tor 
action. 


70 

Wear, the whole fleet together. 

Soon after the signal has been fully 
repeated, the Admiral will fire one 
gun for the execution, when each 
Ship is instantly to put her helm 
a-weather. 

N. B. Each ship is to shew two 
lights at her ensign-staff, and 
one at her bowsprit-end. See 
page 20. 


Guns. 


— 1 


Lights. 


Rockets, or 
false Fires. 


fired 


fired 


fired 


fired 


70 


— — 

i ſpoſition of Ligh 
in the preſence 
of an Enemy. 


NIGHT SIGNALS. 25 


As in the presence of an enemy it may be impracticable to 
make signals by firing a limited number of guns, the fol- 
lowing method will be used on that occasion, without guns 
being a part of the signal. 


No 


No 
DISPOSITION OF LIGHTS, DISPOSITION OF LIGHTS. 
lor Signal, | 


of Signal. | 


+ + + #| A. 


gG W fa 


V 


20 f 8 8 8 * 40 


t& 
6 


1 42 


30 


31 
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Diſpoſition of Ligh 
in the preſence 
of an my. 


before and 
and in 
— — dy Night. 


NIGHT SIGNALS. 


( 


Accompanied by false Fires. 


— 6 * » — — 


To 
N DISPOSITION OF LIGHTS, 
of Signal, 


DISPOSITION OF LIGHTS, 


lor Signal. 


50 
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Sailing Instructions by Night. 


N. B. All signal-guns will be fired on the dame side, that 
there may be no variaticn in the ound & the 
report. 


ARTICLE I. 


ALL signals made by private ships are to be repeated signats made 
g a | by private ships 
by those between them and the Admiral, until he is seen to be repeated, 
F not imme- 
to have answered them. And his answers are to be any observ- 
repeated back, if necessary, to the ship which made the 


signal. 


IH. Seo: 17, Fan 1% 


If a strange ship seen in the night may be readily on seng only 
examined, without the necessity of chacing, or hazard of strange sbips. 
separation from the fleet, the ship which sees it is to pro- 
ceed to speak with and examine such ship, without mak- 
ing the signal 17, page 13, or waiting for further direc- $s: 1 
tion from the Admiral. Nevertheless, if more than one or 
two are seen together, and there is reason to suspect they 
are ships of the enemy, the signal 24 (or 25) is then to 
be made. And of the ships of the fleet nearest at hand, 
one or more, according to the apparent strength of the 
strange ships, and the circumstances of the case, are to 


assist to intercept and examine them. 


Sig. 25. 
P. I n 


III. Sto. 


When the Ad- 
miral means to 


SAILING INSTRUCTIONS. 


III. Sic. 56. Page 21. 


When more ships than one are out in chace upon 


tolow 279 par- (iflerent quarters of the compass, if the Admiral should 


ticular 51 in 
chace. 

Sig. 56. 

P. 21. 


Sig. 51, 
P. 20, 


When the chace 
is suspected to 
be an enemy. 


Sig. 25. 
P. 14. 


on coming up 
with an enemy 
in chace. 


Sig. 44. 
P. 18. 


The Admiral 
will carry a 
light forward, 
when any shup 
is a- head of him 
by appointment 
or accident. 


think fit to follow with the fleet any particular ship sup— 
posed to be in chace of an enemy, and would have the 
other chacing ships return to the fleet, he will make the 
Signal 56, for all the ships to leave off chace ; and pre- 
sently after will make sig. 51, page 20, with the compass 
signal pointing out the quarter in which the ship is which 
he means to follow; which ship is to continue the chace, 
and all others are to return to the fleet. 


IV. Sic. 56. Pack 21. 


If, upon the sigual 56 being made to leave off chace, 
the captain of any chacing ship should suspect the vessel 
chaced to be an enemy, and see a probability of speaking 
therewith ; he is to make the appointed signal 25. But 
if the Admiral should repeat the signal to leave off chace, 
the captain is immediately to return back to the fleet. 


V. Sic. 44. Pace 18. 

The headmost chacing ship is to carry a constant 
light in the stern lantern, or other conspicuous place, 
whilst in sight of the chace; and every ship, as she 
arrives up with the enemy, is to shew the distinguishing 
lights appoiuted for that occasion. The Admiral will 
carry a light also at the bowsprit end at such times; 
and will do the same occasionally, when any ship is 
stationed to keep a-head of him, or accidentally happens 
to be so, in the night, 


But 


SAILING INSTRUCTIONS. 29 


But it is to be observed, both in respect to the 
Admiral and the ship a-head of him as aforesaid, that 
when there shall be occasion to communicate informa- 
tion on either part by signal, the constant light of the 
ship making the signal is to be first taken in, and to 
remain withdrawn whilst the signal lights are kept 
abroad, except with reference to the instruction in the 
article succeeding. But the constant light is to be 
shewu again, and kept abroad, as soon as the signal has 
been answered. 


1 


Ships ordered a-head in the night, and meeting Soundings to be 


Signified, when 


with soundings unexpectedly, are to make known the accidentally 


ad 


in sig. 1* i * Sig. 13, dif- 
depth of water, as directed in sig. 13. And in case of Ss: er oi 


falling suddenly into danger, on such occasions they are 5: 
to make the signal to give notice thereof to the fleet, 
conformably to the directions annexed to signal 48, 


Sie. 8. 
page 19. P. 19. 


VII. 


As the firing of guns, or the shewing of lights, The admirars 


. . . . ample to be 
Should as much as possible be avoided, the Admiral will the drcaion to 
the fleet in clear 


make more or less sail, will tack or wear, or perform any weather, when 
. . . R the firing of ſig- 
other evolution without making any signal, when from nal guns may be 


the state of the weather and the clearness of the night Sig. „ 
he shall be certain that his movements may be perceived 
by the fleet; it will therefore be necessary that a constant 
attentive look-out be kept on his ship, that whatever 
movement he makes, the fleet may be prepared to follow 


him, 


VIII. The 


30 


SAILING INSTRUCTIONS, 


VIII. 


The repeating ſrigates are not to repeat signals with 
guns, in the night. 


IX. 

In very dark nights, with thick rainy weather, the 
Ships of the fleet (as well as the Admiral) may occasionally 
make use of the fog signals, for distinguishing the tack 
they are upon, &c. &c. as circumstances may require. 


31 


INSTRUCTIONS 


RESPECTING TAE 


CONDUCT Je FLEET, 


Preparatory to, and in Battle by Night. 


— — — - 


ArTicts I. Sic. 61. Pack 22. 


WHEN this signal is made, if from the urgency of To form in line 
the occasion, and accidental position of the ships, on the occaſionally, in 


such succession 


sudden discovery of a strange fleet, there should not be as the accidental 


situations of the 


time to take the particular stations prescribed by the conveniently 
form of battle delivered; the ships are then to take such Sig. 61, 
stations a-head and a-stern of the Admiral as their acci- N 

dental situations will best enable them to do with readiness 

and dispatch. And they are to keep about one and a 

half or two cables length distant asunder, as the state of 


the weather may require, for the ships to keep elear of 
each other. 


To facilitate this operation, it is probable that the The proportion 
Admiral, when he makes the signal to form lines of battle, ral will wore 
will bring-to with his maintop-sail to the mast, and fore- b7 the wind. . 
sail set; and continue under the same sail after the fleet 
has filled. The captains of the fleet are therefore to 
regulate the proportion of sail their ships will require to 
preserve their stations. 


f | When 


when sailing 
large, &c. 


When to quit 
this form ot bat - 
tle, and resume 
the order of 
Sailing. 
Sig. 39. 

P. 17. 


When to close 
nearer together 
in order of 
battle. 


Sig. 38. 
P. 37. 


When to open 
farther asunder. 


PREPARATORY TO, AND IN BATTLE. 


When sailing large, or before the wind, he may be 
expected to keep mostly under his top-sails only. 


In either case his general principle will be to carry 
such a proportion of sail that the worst sailing ships of the 
fleet may be enabled to preserve their stations, and the 
best sailing ships be always kept under command. 


Ships not able to keep their stations in the line, are 
to act as directed, when under the same circumstances in 
the day- time. 


And when the Admiral would have the ships to resume 
their stations in the order of sailing, for continuing his 
course as before, he will make the signal 39, page 17, 
and remain with all other lights extinguished, except the 
lights he usually carries in sailing order. 


II. Sre. 38. Pace 17. 


As the most frequent occasion for this signal, when 
in line of battle, is likely to oceur after the ships have 
been recently extended for the execution of any general 
movement; or when, upon their being otherwise too 
much separated, it is meant that they should be more 
exactly kept to the limited distance expressed in the pre- 
ceding article; the several captains and commanders 
are therefore to have regard to that intention, when this 
Signal is made, and place their shups accordingly. 


III. Sic. 58. Pact 21. 
When, on the contrary, the ships are observed to 
keep nearer together than the prescribed distance (art.I.) 
before mentioned, and the signal is made to open to a 


greater- 


PREPARATORY TO, AND IN BATTLE: 33 


greater distance asunder, it will be generally meant that 
they should conform to the same regulation. But if this 
last signal 58 should nevertheless be again repeated, it sg gp. at. 
will be meant that they should be still farther separated 
to about two cables length, thereby to obtain a more 
Sufficient space for performing some intended evolution, 


IV. 810. 20. Paer 13. 


If the fleet was sailing in line of battle when the Wien te make 


sail after lying- 
by, havin (dean 


signal was made for lying-by, it will be generally meant Niere aber in 


that after making sail it ſhould continue under the r 
same sail as was carried before it brouglit- to. But if the 10 AFP 
Admiral should have brought-to, only to give oppor- {nub 
tunity for the ships to- get more readily into their stations, 

the fleet is then to carry, after having made sail, the 
proportion of sail directed in the first article of these 


instructions. 


The leading ship is to make sail fret, but not until Theleading 


about five minutes after the signal has been made, to make al aſe 


allow time for the other ships to get ready for doing the 
same in succession throughout the line. 


V. Sic. 45. Pacs 18. 
When this signal (45) is made, if the fleet is in whentomake 


more sail, and 


line of battle, the gradation in which the Admiral will in what grada- 
make more sail will generally be as follows, viz. - ——> oa 


Ist, If then under his topsails, 


he will set his - ' Ffore-ail, 


2d, If the signal is Jib, and top-mast 
his u stay-sails, 


3d, If 


34 


The Admiral 
will let out or 
take in reeſs in 
his topsails, ac- 
cording to the 
state of the wea- 
ther. 


When toshorten 

Sail, the same 
radations will 
+ observed. 

Sig. 62. 

P. 22. 


The ships, in 
either case, to 
regulate the pro- 
portion of sail 
carried accord- 


ingly. 


PREPARATORY TO, AND IN BATTLE. 


topgallant-sails, if 


3d, If again repeated, his f fair weather; 


main-sail, in pre- 


But if squally weather, his i ference 


main-sail, if not set 
4th, If again repeated, his before; if otherwise, 
his topgallant-sails. 


It is however to be observed, that on discovering a 
ſtrange fleet he will let as many reefs out of the top-sails 
as the state of the weather will allow. —And in case of 
unsettled and squally weather ensuing after any increase 
of sail made as above, he will reef his top-sails, or take in 
such a proportion of his small sails as may be necessary, 
to enable him to preserve nearly the same rate of sailing 
as before. 


VI. Sis, 62. PAE 22. 


When, on the contrary, he makes the signal to 
ſhorten sail, in order of battle, he will lessen the sail he 
may have abroad by a gradation the reverse of the 
preceding. 


The ships a-head and a-stern of him in the line will 
regulate the proportion of sail necessary to be increased 
or diminished from time to time accordingly; thost which 
happen to be over-pressed with sail, are to act on that 
occasion conformably to the directions respecting ships 
unable to keep their stations, art. IX. p. 119, of the 
general instructions for the conduct of the fleet. 


VII. Sic. 


PREPARATORY TO, AND IN BATTLE, 35 
VII. Sto. 22. Pacs 14. 
The leading ship of the line, and the others in Whento tack 


in success ion 
zuccession, are to open to a distance sufficient for the — 
intended purpose; and the same precaution is to be taken, 88. 22. 
P. 14. 


when necessary, in regard to any similar movement. 


After the evolution in succession- is performed, the 
ships are respectively to close again to the distance 
speciſied in art. I. though no particular signal should be 
previously made for that purpose. And the answering 
lights are to be taken in, by each ship as she comes to 
the wind on the other tack ; which should in general be 
the rule for the next sueceeding ship to put in stays. 


VIII. Sic. 42. PAR 18. 


When any of the few occasions shall occur, wherein when themhote 
it may be necessary ſor the whole fleet to tack together, whether. CY 
in line of battle, during the night, great attention will 5578. 
be requisite on the part of the captains, for preserving 


their stations with any degree of exactness. 


It will be the Admiral's care, that the sail then 
carried shall be (as much as possible) sufficient in every 
ship to prevent the hazard of missing stays. But as it 
is not to be expected that this evolution will always be 
performed without some irregularity, it will be incumbent 
on the captains to resume their stations as soon as they 
are able, when the fleet is about on the other tack. 


IX. Sic. 63, Pack 22. 


Reference is to be had, on this occasion, to the e beat 
signals and instructions for the conduct of the ships or en An 


to action with 


frigates detached to observe and make known the enemy's g 6. 


motions, 


When to engage 
the enemy. 
Sig. 64, 


P. 22, 


PREPARATORY TO, AND IN BATTLE. 


motions, whereby the commanders of divisions will be 
guided in placing themselves against those opposed to 
them in the enemy's line, as time and circumstances 
admit. The chief intent of endeavouring to form the 
fleet in any regular order of battle during the night is 
to obtain a more connected effort, and to prevent the 
dangers which might attend ships getting into action 
separately and without support: in forming the line it is 
expected that the attention and ability of the captains 
will supply the want of those particular directions which 
the occasion may demand, and which might be readily 
signiſied under the same circumstances in the day time. 


X. SiG, 64. Pack 22. 


It is generally meant, that no ship should fire upon 
the enemy, until the whole fleet is arrived up together 
at a proper distance ſor engaging them; though from 
motives of convenience, the Admiral may think fit to 
make this signal before he is himself so far advanced 
towards them. Yet if the fleet should suddenly fall in 
with that of the enemy, as it may happen that some 
part, if not the whole of the British fleet, may be un- 
avoidably forced into action, before there is time or 
opportunity for the Admiral to make this signal; the 
commanders and captains are on such occasions to act 
according to their discretion, either engaging in close 
action, or avoiding it, as from the relative situation of 
the fleets, or other circumstances, they shall judge most 
likely to conduce to the speedy and general defeat of the 
Enemy, 


XI. S16; 
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XI. S710. 66. Pact 23. 


When, from circumstances of weather, or superiority When to die- 

of the enemy, it is thought necessary to leave the different Sig. 66 
captains and commanders of the ships of war at liberty 

to proceed with their ships respectively as they shall judge 
necessary for their security, without regard to the example 

of the Admiral, and this signal is made expressive of 

such permission; they are nevertheless to repair, in pre- 

ference, to the place of general rendezvous appointed, 

if it can be done with equal prospect of success. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 


For the Conduct of Ships, 


APPOINTED TO WATCH 


The Motions of an Enemy's Fleet in the Night, 


I. 


I F an enemy's fleet, or any strange fleet be in sight 
at the close of day, the ships appointed to watch their 
motions are to use every possible endeavour to keep sight 
of them, and to place themselves in such a manner as to 
be able to give the Admiral all necessary information by 
signals, and to discover all signals made by him; the 
ships nearest to the Admiral repeating very carefully the 
signals made by him, or those made to him by the other 
ships. 

II. 

They are to carry distinguishing lights, corresponding 
in number with those carried by the commanders of the 
$quadrons to which they respectively belong, which are 
to be so placed as to insure, if possible, their being scen 
by the Admiral, and concealed from the enemy » 


g III. The 
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III. 


The captain of each ship is, as far as circumstances 
will admit, to observe particularly the motions of that 
Squadron in the enemy's line which corresponds in situa- 
tion with the squadron to which he belongs, for the 
purpose of giving such information to the commander 
of hls squadron as may enable him to place it properly 
if an opportunity of attacking the enemy should offer in 
the night. 


IV, 


The situation of the enemy's or strange fleet, and 
any change in it, are to be made known by such signals 
as the Admiral may think fit to establish, which should 
be kept secrct. 


. 


The lanterns are to be kept covered until placed in 
the form prescribed for the signal to be made, so that 
they may all bc shewn at the same moment; and they 
are to be covered together, when they are to be taken in, 
to prevent any mistaking of the signal. 


VI. 

Signal lights, expressive of the enemy's situation, are 
to be kept abroad while they continue in that situation. 
Spare lights should be kept in bags, ready to replace im- 
mediately any which may happen to be accidentally 
extinguished. 


VII. When 


INSTRUCTIONS. 41 


VII. 

When the distinguishing lights are carried in the 
poop lanterns, the signals expressive of the enemy's 
Situation or motions, are to be shewn below them, on the 
ship's stern. The lights are always to be placed at a 
distance from each other, equal to that between the upper 
deck ports. 


VIII. 


If the signul is made to chace; or if the enemy's ships 
Should increase considerably their distance from the fleet, 
it will be no longer necessary for the ships observing their 
motions to attend to those of particular squadrons ; but 
the headmost ship, or that nearest to the enemy, is to 
carry a light where it may be best seen by the Admiral; 
and steering after them, is to make the signals proper for 
informing him of their motions, which are to be repeated 
by the other ships appointed to watch the enemy, who 
are to place themselves at proper distances from each 
other between the headmost ship and the Admiral for 
that purpose. 


IX. 


If only one ship is appointed to watch the enemy, 
she is to carry the distinguishing lights of the commander 
in chief, 


